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 ...including the sick and dying. Of all 

the negative consequences of prohibition, 

none is as tragic as the denial of medicinal  

cannabis to the tens of thousands of          

seriously ill patients who could benefit from 

its therapeutic use. Until Congress is          

persuaded to amend federal law legalizing  

prescriptive access to marijuana, states 

have an obligation to protect patients    

seeking relief with medical cannabis from 

arrest and prosecution under state 

law. Basic compassion and common sense 

demand that we allow America's seriously ill 

citizens to use whatever medication is safe 

and effective to alleviate their pain and    

suffering.   

 Written references to the use        

marijuana as a medicine date back nearly 

5,000 years. Western medicine embraced 

marijuana's medical properties in the mid-

1800s, and by the beginning of the 20th  

century, physicians had published more 

than 100 papers in the Western medical 

literature recommending its use for a variety 

of disorders.  Cannabis remained in the 

United States pharmacopoeia until 1941, 

removed only after Congress passed the 

Marihuana Tax Act which severely          

hampered physicians from prescribing it. 

The American Medical Association (AMA) 

was one of the most vocal organizations to 

testify against the ban, arguing that it would 

deprive patients of a past, present and fu-

ture medicine. 
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       The endogenous cannabinoid system, is     

perhaps the most important physiologic system 

involved in establishing and maintaining human 

health. Endocannabinoids and their receptors 

are found throughout the body: brain, organs,        

connective tissues, glands, and immune cells. In 

each tissue, the cannabinoid system performs 

different tasks, but the goal is always the same: 

homeostasis, the maintenance of a stable     

internal environment  despite fluctuations in the 

external environment. 

       Cannabinoids promote homeostasis at every 

level of biological life, from sub-cellular, the   

organism, and perhaps to the community and   

beyond. While this process keeps normal cells 

alive, allowing them to maintain a balance        

between synthesis, degradation, and             

subsequent recycling of cellular products, it has 

a deadly    effect on malignant    tumor cells, 

causing them to consume themselves in a     

programmed cellular suicide. The death of can-

cer cells, of course, promotes homeostasis and 

survival at the level of the entire organism.   

       As we continue to sort through the emerging     

science of cannabis and cannabinoids, one 

thing remains clear: a functional cannabinoid 

system is essential for health. From embryonic 

implantation, to nursing and growth, to           

responding to injuries, endocannabinoids help 

us survive in a quickly changing and increasingly 

hostile environment.  


